Dark Side of Disney

Reika Shirota

Walt Disney World Resort is the most famous theme park in the world today. It opened in 1971 in Florida and is largest in the world. Although many people love them now, the truth is that Walt Disney was a racist! Can you believe it? I was very shocked when I first heard this because Disney had given many dreams and imaginations to me.

An American magazine writer, Ben Joseph
, wrote an article on “The 9 Most Racist Disney Characters”.
 And in that article, racism is proved apparent in Disney characters such as Aladdin. He also said the characters are discriminated against in two ways: 1) as being unacceptable and offensive and 2) as being outright racist. For example, Uncle Remus in Song of The South is the most symbolic case of discrimination. Do you know “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah?” This is a hit song in this film. In the movie, he is expressed as a stereotypical happy slave just because he lived a happy life surrounded by Whites. As a consequence of this portrayal, the NAACP, one of the oldest civil rights movements by colored people, protested about politically incorrectness and discrimination against Blacks. The film has never been released on home video and has never been screened again, so you can learn about the story only through the attraction Splash Mountain. But even in that attraction, there are no Blacks and only animal characters are appeared.

In addition to racial discrimination, Walt Disney had ideas of sexual discrimination. Most of their movies have three similarities reflecting Walt Disney’s ideas. Firstly, his stories have marriage endings, even if the women only lust for adventure and not men. Secondly, getting married is the most valuable event for women’s life, according to Walt Disney. Thirdly, stories not meant to contain romance were rewritten with romantic themes. These stereotypes of heroines have provoked a storm of protest by many human rights organizations and women’s rights organizations. For example, in “The Little Mermaid,” the story was changed to fit Walt Disney’s ideals. Originally, the prince marries another woman and the heroine kills herself! But the story was changed to the heroine marrying the prince instead! The company was scolded in that it should have treated the roles on women more deeply.

Finally, the company uses theme songs in movies which are easy to remember and these songs often include harmful words. Once a child hears a theme song, the child remembers the bad words of the catchy song, and therefore it becomes difficult to forget the words. The New Internationalist Magazine said this method is called “Disney Dream Machine”, which was Walt Disney’s technique of brainwashing children and giving them the concept of discrimination.

After Walt Disney died, the Company has started to change step by step. For instance, today, Disney employs Asians and Blacks alongside Whites. This would have never happened when he was alive. Furthermore, it started to produce movies whose heroes or heroines aren’t White such as Pocahontas, Mulan, and The Princess and the Frog. Although Disney still has bad aspects, it is struggling to improve. Therefore, I will remain loyal to Disney. But please keep in mind: Walt Disney’s intentions were not as pure as everyone believes.

Thank you very much.

The purpose of learning English

Akari Totsuka

How do you translate “I love you.” into Japanese? A famous Japanese writer, Soseki Natsume translated it “Being with you, the moon looks more beautiful.” If I translate it, it would be “Only if you are with me, I will never care about your past, age or race.” Thus, the words used are clearly different between English and Japanese, although both sentences mean the same thing that is “I love you.” I am interested in the difference of language in a meaning and expression between English and Japanese. I believe that learning a foreign language helps us expand our sense of value and flexibility to accept another culture. I have three reasons why I think so. I will explain them comparing English and Japanese.

First, as I said before, there are many differences between the two. The most obvious example is whether the sentence is direct or not. In my opinion, English sentence is direct, because it is clear that a person loves another person in the sentence, but Japanese sentence is not direct. Japanese translation made by Soseki Natsume touched my heart, because there is no word which means the love for another person, but I can feel the love in these words. If we receive the message only by words, we can hardly know what the real message is. You must learn not only a language but also its culture. Original words cannot be replaced by another language keeping the original meaning and expression. To absorb both the language and culture enables us to have a larger view.

Second, when I was a child, I read a book about American jokes. American jokes in that book were so funny that I could not help laughing. They fascinated me. The best joke which made me laugh was this: “Why do birds fly to the “south” in winter?” The answer was “Because it’s too far to walk.” The reason why I felt funny was the way of focus. I never expected the writer to say about whether flying or walking. My attention was kept to the word “south”. Going over people’s expectation must be the most important point for successful joking. And, if jokes work well, the conversation will be smoother. Knowing many jokes that we cannot see in our own country and getting the sense of humor enable us to communicate well.

Third, as for me, it is significant to get a lot of information about foreign countries through conversation. The reason comes from my experience. When I guided foreigners around Asakusa as a club activity, they asked me, “What is your religion?” For many Japanese, the answer will be “I don’t believe in a religion.” If I were one of those foreigners, I would ask, “Do you believe in a religion?” For many people in the world, however, it is natural to believe in a religion. That’s why they asked me what my religion was, and not whether I had a religion. I realized we can get something new from conversation, and to learn a foreign language enables us to be a person with abundant knowledge.

For these reasons, I believe we can polish our sense of value and flexibility by learning a foreign language. The purpose of studying English is to get our international sense and value easily. Through learning a foreign language, why don’t you open up your new possibilities?

Thank you very much.
Thinking about MINAMATA

Mao Komiya

 Do you know MINAMATA? MINAMATA is a part of Kumamoto prefecture. I think most of you here know about MINAMATA. Why?

I learned that MINAMATA disease is one of the 4 biggest environmental illnesses in the elementary school and junior and high school. You must have learned about it, too. MINAMATA disease occurred because of the organic mercury compound from Chisso Corporation’s factory. And, many people suffered from the terrible illness.

But, you all may have superficial knowledge about MINAMATA disease. I also had had only a little knowledge that was described in the social studies’ textbook until I actually went to MINAMATA.

Now, let me change the topic to my school trip to MINAMATA. I visited MINAMATA when I was a high school student. I learned many things about MINAMATA in advance. I learned about MINAMATA disease. I also learned about the CITY of MINAMATA including its industry, nature and geography. The trip was really great and enriched myself! The trip changed my thinking, too as I explain from now.

First, I felt MINAMATA was really a beautiful city. I could get some fresh air and enjoy landscape there. I could enjoy both sea and mountains. I experienced tea-picking and fishing! People there were really kind to us. I love the atmosphere in MINAMlATA very much. I strongly felt the bad image I had had of MINAMATA was not correct.

Second, I could also mix with the local people who actually experienced MINAMATA disease. I was really affected by one of them. His name is Masami Ogata. He said, “Thanks to MINAMATA disease, I could experience many things even though they are not positive. My experience enriched my life and taught me that I must think my life more important. I decided to live more positively!”

He also said, “MINAMATA problem has not been solved yet.”

Although he has lived his cruel history, he still lives cheerfully. I was thinking my ordinary life was boring then. My routine were studying and doing club activity in track and field. But, after hearing his history, I changed my mind! I also felt I must thank for the fact that I am healthy. My life after I went to MINAMATA has changed! I started to make a goal every day and think more positively. I should never think that my life is boring. I hope you all have come to think that your life is more important and you must live your life more positively after hearing my speech. Now, I join the seminar thinking about MINAMATA disease. We discuss MINAMATA disease every Tuesday. We mainly think about second MINAMATA disease in Niigata Prefecture. I hope I can deepen my knowledge about MINAMATA disease and think much further there.

To know in depth is really important because there will probably be new findings. The school trip to MINAMATA has decided my way to live. I could have a very good and important experience in MINAMATA!

Thank you.

Legal drug for performance

Daiki Oka

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

Today I’d like to speak about drugs for athletes. But I won’t refer to what is called doping which most people regard as illegal. I want to mention a legal drug which can be used by everyone and has certain effects on your body, thought, and mind. More and more athletes come to take this drug.

Do you want to know about this magical drug?

I’ll tell you a little about it.

First, I will tell you the name of this drug. It’s music.

Some of you may be surprised, and others may be convinced.

I suppose you have some experiences that you were healed by music.

As you know, even if you feel sad and don’t want to talk with anybody, you can easily accept simple advice and encouragement from your ears.

Second, I will talk about the reason why music has such a wonderful effect on your various organs. Generally speaking, music has an effect on your mind. I suppose you have heard many times about parents who let their children listen to music to improve their intelligence. It is well known by the name of The Mozart effect, although researchers made a different conclusion later that this is not true and that music is attracting them for other reasons.

Haven’t you wondered why you feel comfortable during running or other activities?

As for me, when I have to go to school on foot, I always listen to music. Music makes me lose track of time. Anyway, how does music make us comfortable?

One of the answers considered by researchers is distraction. Distraction means to let people be unconscious of their limit. In other words, while listening to the music, you can escape from stress and pain that make you display your maximum performance and relieve your stress. That’s why music is considered as a legal drug.

Besides, this is not a certain fact, but I guess music has another element that makes us comfortable. The element I mean is sharing, which enables us to be strong and kind because lyrics of music say good things to make us happy. On the other hand, however, it reminds us of dark reality and miserable past that we don’t want to remember. By saying dark things, the lyrics give us the fact that our suffering is not personal to be held alone, but also to be equally shared by everyone. That is to say, when you listen to music, you have a tender heart by understanding pain of other people and yourself.

Shall we believe music has more possibilities than we used to consider? As far as I am concerned, it seems to help me do the hard exercise, get over grief, or get along with other people. I firmly believe music is best to achieve mutual understanding in that we can share the same pain or hardship regardless of being right or wrong.

Finally, I would like to ask you, “Do you have friends who encourage you when you are discouraged?” And “what would you do if your friend, your brothers or sisters were disappointed at their lives?” If you have such a wonderful friend, you are lucky. But don’t worry even if you don’t have such a friend. You can’t help them recover directly, anyway. Anything can be your important friend including music. You may be able to help your friend indirectly by using this magical drug of music.

No matter how hard you feel the life is, and no matter how alone you feel, music is always at your side.

I thank you.
The new door I opened

Madoka Saito

Is it easy for you to speak English? For me it had NOT been EASY until I joined ESS.

 After entering university I found many of my new friends have been to foreign countries and they speak good English. I was so depressed. I couldn’t speak it fluently or I couldn’t even introduce myself. I didn’t have an English conversation class when I was in junior high school and high school. I felt ashamed of my poor English and I was afraid of speaking it in front of many people because I wasn’t confident. I had never thought of studying abroad.

 One day in April, I knocked on the door of ESS. After I took some lessons, I found ESS was interesting, informative and intellectual. There were so many good senior students who speak English very well. Then, one of the seniors encouraged me to apply for a speech contest for freshmen in June. He told me that it would be a good experience and opportunity for my university life. I hadn’t made up my mind to participate in it or not. In the end, I decided to join the contest to change myself. Luckily, I could win the first prize and I couldn’t believe it. What surprised me most was the fact that many of my friends came to ask me, “Have you been abroad many times or long time?” I said, “Never”. They were surprised and said, “Really? Your pronunciation was so good.” That made me very happy and gave me a little confidence.

 What made my pronunciation good, then? Was it English conversation school? The answer is “No.” I’ve never been to any English conversation school. My first English teacher advised me, “Read your textbook aloud and you would be good at English.” I always kept that in my mind and did so every day. I realized the most important thing to learn foreign languages is to read aloud and try to copy the real pronunciation. Thanks to my experience of the speech contest, I feel a little confident to speak English and now I’d like to speak English more than ever.

 I’m happy to find a good place to speak English. And in addition, I can know other points of view from discussions and learn different ways of expressions from the speeches of my friends. It is very informative for me to know others’ opinions. They inspire me to make a greater effort. I could make my English world wider and deeper by joining ESS. Now there are many things I want to do in ESS. In the sightseeing guide program I want to communicate with foreigners in English and explain for them good points of Japanese culture and history. In discussion meetings I want to exchange opinions with friends and try to learn a broader view of things. I will also make speeches in confidence in front of many people.

 Through these activities I’m sure I can make my university life rich and full of excitement. By opening the door of ESS, I have changed my life style from passive to active and from negative to positive. I’m getting more and more interested in English and now I’m eager to go abroad to study English. I’m looking forward to opening other new doors by myself.

Time to Reconsider Tap Water
   　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Okuto Suzuki

     Today, let me make one suggestion that will surely make you change your daily life style for the better. It is about how and in what way you drink water every day. Drinking water is one of the essential and fundamental activities for human beings such as sleeping, breathing, and eating. Have you drunk the tap water in the last 24 hours? I bet only a few people have. In my speech, I would like to propose and recommend you to drink the tap water rather than bottled mineral water. That will give you many benefits

     I don’t exactly remember when I started to drink bottled mineral water instead of tap water. It may have been 10 years ago. This was simply due to the fact that my family was concerned about the quality and taste of water, and I, without doubt, changed my water supply from the tap to the bottle. My parents born and raised in the western part of Shizuoka, where they drink the tap water every day once said to me, “tap water in Kawasaki and Tokyo are smelly and not tasty at all”. However, does that still remain true as time has passed and the water supply technology may have been improved? In my discussion, I would like to look at this issue from economic and quality point of view.

     Firstly, let’s start from economic point of view. Bottled mineral water is costly as you can easily imagine. If you buy a 500 milliliter bottle of mineral water, it costs you 120 yen. One litter of tap water, however, costs you only 0.2 yen. Bottled mineral water needs many steps and energy by the time it reaches to a store. It is manufactured in the factory and transported by truck, or imported from distant countries. According to an article I read before, price of bottled mineral water is 1000 times more expensive than that of tap water. Obviously, in terms of cost, drinking bottled mineral water is not the best way.

     Secondly, bottled water produces garbage. It produces over 1.5 million tons of plastic waste per year. In addition, although the plastic used for bottled beverage is of high quality and in demand of recycling, over 80% of plastic are still going to be garbage. You are giving damage to the nature by drinking bottled water every day.  Some ecology conscious bottled mineral water drinkers say, “We are recycling the PET bottles”, but they don’t know how much are recycled. Believe it or not, it’s again only 20%. That is undoubtedly quite a waste.

     Finally, and most important of all, this is about their taste. Whenever I visit my grandparents’ houses in Shizuoka, I drink water from the tap without hesitation.  Water from the tap is fresh and tasty. Bottled mineral water is usually much colder as it is stored in the refrigerator. But, we can make the tap water cold as we do for the bottled water. As far as limited customer survey done in my house is concerned, my farther, my brother, and I myself could not tell the difference between their tastes. This is not a result of scientific evaluation, but 4 out of four were saying there wasn’t a clear difference in the taste.

In conclusion, I strongly believe the tap water really has the amazing potentiality. If there is anyone who doesn’t like the taste of their own local tap water, or questions its safety, I’d like to ask each of them, “Have you tried possible solutions?” We have many ways of solutions. You should simply use filtering on the water pipe and then, you have no problem. As for me, I’d like to say to all of you again, “Let’s drink tap water instead of bottled water. A journalist, in charge of water issues, says the taste and the safety of Japan’s tap water are at a high level in the world and it’s cheap. And so, I’ m proud of Japan’s tap water. Ladies and gentlemen, today, I’d like to suggest that the time to drink tap water has come. I hope my speech might have triggered you to change your life style for the better.

Prevent the Help Mark from being helpless!

Hiromu Kuwabara

    Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. What do you think of a person in good health sitting in the priority seat when you are on the train? You may think that he is stupid. But if you know that he is actually disabled, you should change your mind. There are many people with disabilities that cannot be seen, and it is very difficult for us to find the disability. Do you give up noticing it, then? Please don’t worry. To solve this problem, a mark was introduced in Tokyo. The name of it is “Help Mark”.

    This mark is made not only for internally disabled people, but also for people with artificial joints and for women in the early pregnancy stage. In short, it is for people with invisible trouble. They wish other people knew they are in trouble and help them. The concept of Help Mark is to inform people of being in trouble, and they have only to possess it. If you want the Help Mark, you just ask Tokyo metropolitan government office. It’s easy to get it. 

    My father is suffering from invisible disease, and so when I knew the Help Mark, I intended to tell him about it. I remembered, however, that it does not make sense to my father because he lives in Hokkaido. What I want to say is that Help Mark is only used in Tokyo, and what is worse in Ōedo Line subway only. There are two reasons why Help Mark started to be used first in Ōedo Line. Firstly, it is an organization of Tokyo. It is easy, therefore, for the metropolitan government office to cooperate. Secondly, it doesn’t share tracks with another railway company. Accordingly, the project can be promoted only by the subway lines run by Tokyo Metropolitan Government. Ōedo Line is suited to adopt the Help Mark as a model case.

    Although Help Mark has been used since last October, there seems to be many people who don’t know much about it because there are a lot of people who haven’t used the Ōedo Line. Then, what have the subway line and the metropolitan government office done to advertise Help Mark? For example, if you take a train of Ōedo Line, you can see the advertisement of Help Mark on the windows of priority seats. And Help Mark was reported in the newspapers after the announcement of it. In spite of these advertisement activities, Help Mark does not spread enough. Not only people with trouble that cannot be seen but also normal people have to know it. If this situation continues, Help Mark may not make any sense, and it would become helpless.

    I believe “to find out”, “to understand” and “to take action” are very important. Through this speech, I explained Help Mark to you to have you “find out” and “understand” it. And what I do now is “to take action”. Help mark is only used in Ōedo Line. But the more people find out and understand Help Mark, the more lines would adopt it. Please imagine a person carrying a bag with Help Mark in the train of Keio Line or Tama Monorail. Don’t you think this is quite essential in order to make Tokyo a better city?

    Thank you very much.

IMPORTANCE OF RIVALS

Momoka Usuyama

Do you have rivals? Are those sitting next to you your rivals?

This time, let me speak about the importance of rivals. According to a certain research, the answers to one question of -Do you have any rivals?- show as follows; those who answered ”Yes” accounted for 26% and those who answered “No” accounted for 74%. This result surprises me because I have had some rivals since early childhood. “Rivals” are imagined to be bad, but I think they help me improve myself. It is true that some rivals make us feel mentally hard. Therefore you won’t have any rivals. Competition, however, strengthens your mind and brings out your power. Speaking of rivals, I imagine Mao Asada vs. Kim Yuna. Three years ago, they fought each other in figure skating. That seemed to be very intense competition. In fact, Mao Asada strengthened herself in her mind and skating skill. In my opinion, you should have some rivals. You can have them in any field, such as study, sports, hobby, romance and appearance.

In my case, when I was a high school student, I had a friend who was my rival in sports and study. She and I belonged to the same Track and Field club, and we practiced together every day. She started it in high school while I started it in junior high school. But my record was broken by her without difficulty in a little less than a year. My club coach always compared me with her. I felt so regret that I strived much harder, but I couldn’t exceed her record after all.

As we started studying for entrance exams to universities, we hoped to enter the same university and the same faculty. I studied very hard and I had the confidence that I studied harder than she. She passed the exam but I couldn’t. I lost the game again.

I have regarded her as my opponent. But now, on second thought, I have come to think she is a very good rival. I can cry, smile and share information with her. I was certainly defeated by her twice but if I hadn’t met her, I would have been lazy and couldn’t have strived hard. She is a special rival and friend for me. I have decided I will defeat her in some way by the time I see her next. For that purpose, I will pay attention to a lot of chances to come to me. I’m also gathering a lot of experiences. Now, I’m trying to dance, having part time job of the cram school teacher, driving a car, studying for my future dream to design many new products, planning to take part in “sweets marathon” which is 10 kilometer marathon with eating many sweets, planning to go abroad and attending many ESS activities. This speech is one of such experiences. All of these experiences enhance my fighting spirit, a sense of responsibility, patience, and attitude of working on anything with my best. Thus, rivals bring out the next power. Honestly, the important thing is not winning or losing but gaining the next power. I appreciate that there is a rival who arouses me. If you don’t have any rivals now, I suggest you find some rivals sooner. In this ESS, there are many people. You can get many rivals now. I’m also looking forward to seeing many new rivals in the coming few years. Let’s improve ourselves together!

Thank you very much.
Loving Our Culture

Chiemi　Amano

Let me ask you, “Dou you like Japan?” Many Japanese people might answer, “I don't know”. Recently, many Japanese young people have lost their spirits of patriotism. I guess there are two reasons for this trend. No.1: we are too exposed to exciting cultures on the Internet. The more we enjoy, the more we would hunger for more interesting amusement. No.2: we are too close to Japanese culture. But, mind you, we can also revitalize our culture if we have interest in it. By the way, what do you imagine to hear “Japanese culture”? Samurai? Kimono? Or is it Tanka (a traditional Japanese poem)? They are surely Japanese traditions. But remember, new fashion is also our excellent culture. I want you to pay attention to the following three topics: food, animation and clothing.

 When it comes to Japanese food, miso soup is regarded as the Japanese Mom’s home cooking. But now I will talk about some food of foreign origin developed in Japan. Did you know that spaghetti Napolitana was born in Yokohama? This is in fashion again, but some people didn’t think it’s a new Japanese food. How about curry and rice? It is also a mixed dish of Indian culture with Japanese culture. Those foods are possible for children to maintain nutrition. On the other hand, children tend to eat fast food which includes too much oil. But soy beans, materials of miso are called “meat in the mountain,” and the fat of fish oils is good for our health. Why don’t we give Japanese food more credit from now?

 Let’s think about Japanese animation next. It is loved all over the world. As it is based on comics, it became easier for foreigners to study Japanese language. Furthermore, Japanese animation and comics festivals are often taking place around the world. While Japanese animation industry is more and more activated, some of the films are being criticized overseas. They are sometimes too violent for different cultures. If children cannot enjoy the animation, the Japanese important culture is exposed to the danger of declining. Don’t you think animations must be loved not only by adults but also by children? 

 Then, what about Japanese clothing? Today most Japanese wear western style clothing. But having a ceremony, we often put on Japanese style clothing. In May, I went to look for a rental long-sleeved kimono for my coming-of-age ceremony. Many different designs were found. But they are all evolving in order to respond to young people’s needs. That is why Japanese clothing has been used for a long time. On the other hand, Japanese new culture of “kawaii” is loved and is spreading around the world. “Kawaii” means cute and was born in Tokyo. When many people overseas are attracted by Japanese fashions, we ought to love our own clothing including classical and modern styles.

 Finally, what is Japanese culture? I believe the answer is in our daily life. In June, Mt. Fuji was listed in the world cultural heritage list. It is time for us now to tell about our country to the world. Why don’t we love our cultures?

Classical Music and Me

Takato Ogai

  I’m waiting for the moment, holding my breath and counting out the bars in the melody that the orchestra is playing. Now, it’s my turn. I’m holding the cymbals. Ready? One, two, three... CRASH! (Gesture) The cymbals ring-out around the room gorgeously. The sound encouraged me to keep playing.

  Classical music has remained popular in the hearts of people for hundreds of years. Classical music expresses a scene that the composer saw and a feeling he felt. When people listen to classical music, I want them to know it provides enjoyment. I thought such things every time I was holding the cymbals.

  I was a member of the Junior Orchestra in my city for 8 years and I was in charge of the cymbals. Cymbals are regarded as an easy instrument. You may see a doll monkey playing Cymbals like this ... (gesture), but actually they’re not so easy to play.

 When I tried them for the first time, I felt I was in a hell. It was hard for me even to hold them, because I was an elementary school student, and too small to hold them. I did push-ups just to hold them! I made an extraordinary effort to overcome the heaviness of the cymbals, and now I know the weight of the responsibility in playing them well. 

  Cymbals don’t have a melody like violins or trumpets do. What would happen if cymbals are not used in an orchestra? I think the orchestra becomes monotone and flat. Cymbals extend the range of the music. They can excite the hearts of people. In the orchestra, I often thought about the role of the cymbals and tried to make the most of their power. I have learnt the enjoyment of classical music by playing in the orchestra.

  Once the orchestra played “1812” by Tchaikovsky, I studied this piece very hard and practiced the cymbals. The piece expresses the War between Russia, Tchaikovsky’s homeland, and France. I played the instrument to make people impressed by the miseries of war and the joy when Russia won. The sound I crashed the cymbals in a performance still remains in my heart.

  What kind of music do you listen to? What genres of music do you prefer?

I have asked my friends before. Almost all of them said, “Pop music and Rock music”. I commonly listen to them, too and imitate famous artists on instruments, but also, I can say “Classical music”. I can declare its novelty and profundity with full of confidence. Many people regard classical music as formal and boring, but, that is simply because they haven’t noticed the attraction of it yet as I don’t know how interesting mathematics is.

  When you listen to classical music I’d like you to feel “what the composer wanted to say”. Together with this, I’d like you to think about the roles of the instruments and what the performers want to express. Then, I assure you enjoy classical music same as with any kinds of music. These days I have kept distance from Classical music, but I’d like to enjoy music without forgetting such a feeling. Please enjoy your grand music life!

Thank you very much.
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